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will be enclosed at the end oi 
my letter. 

I, like so many 
hoys, am now living in one of! 
the popular underground suites 
w \ commonly called a fox hole by 
ie U. S. G. Is. You would be sur¬ 
prised how attached we become 
to these holes that we ‘grubbed’ 
out of the liberated French soil; jj 
And you would also be amazed 
at the construction of some of 
the more de luxe ones. They are 
as comfortable and warm as a 1 
single room in The Homestead | 
what with the stuff a fellow can 
iind laying around and make use! 

I have been unlucky in that as j 
i i jng as I have been overseas I j 
laven t as yet met another boy: 
horn Bath cousty. And yet I see 
hy your or rather I should say, 
“ou: paper, that there are many 
,J '' •' hi*r«\ r rhe only one I know j 
* a fellow that on mo intt> the} 
••iiuy with, ami 1 huv«- boon wild I 
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I over since we joined up. He i s 
i| Ivan Thomas of Thomastown. Ht 

| is only one I can see_ana 

f that infrequently — and have a I 
f good old “'bull session” with a- 
I bout you people back there and 
| the place we know as home! 

I There’s only one thing that I 
note in the paper that distresses 
me, and that is the deaths of so 
many of the old timers that link 
Warm Springs with the past. It 
is changing fast when observed 
from the side as we away from 
there see it. I only hope that 
when we all return, that we can 
fit back into the life of the simple 
and friendly living people we 
were 'before peace there in oui 
* valley was roughly interrupted. 

But for the bad there is al- 
ways the good, and that is the 
way you people are working to¬ 
gether for everyone’s good; 
namely the Co-op., the commun¬ 
ity lockers, and collective bar¬ 
gaining for the school cafeteria.; 
All this shows that at least you 
can get together like the demo¬ 
cratic country vou live in. 

Oh yes, before 1 forget, I would 
h» 1 to take- this chance to thank 
Hussell 1 turrett for buying a bond 
m my name. It makes me feel 
»’* iy warm inside. t 

Sincerely. j 

Cpl. Cocheu Montague. 
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Li. .George T. L. England 

A Ninth Air Force Advanced, 
Fighter Base ETO—The promo¬ 
tion of George T. L. England. Jr.,' 
of Hot Springs, from second to 
first lieutenant was announced 
here recently. He is a Thunder- ! 
bolt OP-47) pilot in Colonel Wm. 
L. Curry's Ninth Air Force fight¬ 
er group (Curry’s Cougars) anL 
flew five missions in the first; 
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two days of the invasion, giving 
cover to our advancing armies. 

Lieut England, whose wife and 
daughter live at Hot Springs, has 
the Air Medal and two oak-leaf 
clusters. After receiving his wings 
at Spence Field, Ga., in March, 
1943, he was stationed in Puerto 
Rico for several months, return¬ 
ing io the States last June. Be¬ 
fore entering the service, he was 
graduated from New Yon: Uni- i 
versify and worked for 
and Company. 
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Pfc. Carl Bryan 
Lost in, tnyasion 

i «l/|J / / IQ A H J 

I Mrs Wm. Bryan of Healing 
Springs was notified iby the war 
department the first of the week 
• that her son, Pfc. Carl Lee Bryan, 
had been “killed in action • on j 
June 6 in France . The message ^ 
1 gave no details oL the action. ! 
June 0 was the date the allies 
I launched the invasion. ! 

j Tlie young soldier was 22 years 
oid. Surviving are his mother; 
a _ sister, Mrs. Charles E. Ryder 
or Baltimore, Md.; and two bro¬ 
thers. William of Hot Springs; 

and Pfc. Louis Bryan who is now 
m Hawaii. 

His father was killed several 
years ago while Rt. 220 between 
Wai rn Springs and Vanderpool j 
,vas under construction. He fell 
■ ! > h:s daoth while dislodging loose 
from a bluff above the 

road. 

lh<* young soldier was induct- 
' wn February 20, 1943. He was 
antiaircraft gunner with the 
1 , ,l! y. ninth i)ivLion tlUue and 

j L* Twenty-ninth was! 

l,{ invasion spearheads.! 

R r ><' L- <• i> • i a. 
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i ft4arie Johnston, 

who ! Johnson of B ' M ‘l 
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van WAVES (Navy) on June 7. *£1 
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requts it toned curlocicts of 

gas and oil that the nir 

corps might continue their 
efforts without interruption 
Chief of Police Phillips 
of Elkins, West Virginia, and 
Sergeant Moore, of the Wes' 
Virginia State Police, have 
assumed the direction of the 
search in that section of the 
country and have given the 
finest cooperation that man 
could render, cm Christmas 
aay, when with each pass- 
ing hour, it was obvious to 
the watchers in Hot 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 


tVAKM 


Sullen Mountain Ranges Still Harbors 
Secret ol Disappearance of Lieut. Bobbitt; 
Unfavorable Weather Impedes Search 

w * • * * j i gerald p. McCarthy i * * * * 

Local And Other Officials 
Giving Their Full 
Support 

MORE PLANES PROMISED 

Community Shares Sorrow 
With Parents Of 
Missing Boy 

is now considered unlikely 
that Lieutenant Bobbitt 
Crossed this forbidding bar- 

between the West and Mr Malhcws hft - 

A ray of hope came from . th ^. autl 

Washington during the fte,d tc 

ml 4 u 4 .i__ ^ planes to search 


l( j Hundreds Of 
Combine In 
Search 


Planes 


Missing Airman 


BROTHER LEADS PARTIES 


Many Irresponsible Rumors 
And Reports Cause 
Delay 


The sullen ranges of jjpr| 
mountains between Union- 
town. Pa., and Virginia Hot » f 
(Springs continued to harbor * /Hf 

the secret of the disappear- \> ^ ~ 0%^ *V 

ance of Lieut. E. H. Bobbitt, |. r i 

H. Bobbitt, of Hot Springs, f- 
as this article was written V j 

on Sunday—ten days after j#| Jr*. Jk ** 

the youthful flyer had left jl A 
Seifridge Field, Michigan, on 
.a holiday flight to join his i 
parents for Christmas din- » * — ■ 
ner. —t" . , , „ 

A k jf f Associated Press Photo 

The facts of the tragedy U , ut . E H Ebbbitt 24 was 
may be summed up in a sought by army airmen and ground 
brief paragraph. Lieutenant Marching parties in the Blue Ridg* 
Bobbitt left Selfridge Field rn °untaln 8 south of Unlontown, Pa., 

in the middle of the morn- n‘c‘i.M * ,‘ ! l * a n P ,i*, are , d e u nr !“" ! rom 
ing on Christmas Day. Short-. ^^ vicattn'jaunf* SPrl "° S ' 
ly aftei noon he checked in 

Burger Field, Union town, in g of days’ by the mass of 
and after a few moments irresponsible rumor and re- 

refueling, was again P°rt that raised its insidious 
winging his way on his hap- head immediately after the 
py journey to his home. report of the disappearance 
Despite the tireless efforts of Lieutenant Bobbitt. Un- 
cf hundreds of men who have willing to pass up the slight- 
scoured the dense woodland cst clue as to the where- 
cou;.*ry between Elkins and dbouts of the missing plane, 
Hot Spring;, along the path searchers followed up every 
to* fly-:r was presumed to whispering from the moun- 
haTt followed, and the per- tain country only to return 
•ttje-t tfforts of a dozen, fror h tiring missions deject- 
reikot of the Army Air! ed an d discouraged to re- 

*'/r,. . r.rive traced and P° rt another mirage. 


jfew minutes. At one time l fl our own community, 
fourteen Army planes were - the resident s have responded 
on the line at the airport one ^ undred P er cent. In 
and it was demonstrated snow . from dawn 

that it could easily accomo- 1 1 1 dark * hundreds of friends 
date more than one hundred of the Boi5bitt family have 
big planes without the s ? oured the wooded country- 
slightest crowding si< * e within a radius of a 

To certain individuals ^ U1 3 drecl mi ^s of Hot 
aiding in the work of seek- fa P nn S s - 
ing the lost flyer, great ere- The community has shar- 
dit must be given. Mr. ed e d u ally with Mr, and Mrs. 
William J. Mathews, Chief' in their sorrow for 

Engineer of the Virginia Hot the missin g boy. In the face 
Springs Company, has di- of fb eir tragic lass the mem- 
rected the air forces with bers of the Bobbitt family 
the stategy of a field gen-! ma ^ ® n d some condolence in 
oral. Long before the arri- 1 tribute that has been 
val of the planes from Self- P aid the community to 
ridge Field, Mr. Mathews a s P lendid young man. and 
had prepared detailed typo- in it$ expression of sym- 
graphlcal maps of the en- P^thy for his parents, 
lire area in which Lieuten¬ 
ant Bobbitt must have fal- ^ 

My the aid of these r AUTHORITIES S.U UU‘ U 
maji.i the air forces have f AIAX is Hot m\« m\v 
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the youthful flyer had fcft 
J Selfridge Field. Michigan, on 
| a holiday flight to join h i 
jj*i* en ts for Christmas din 

]| The facts of the tra*r«dw ! .. **• n** j 

I may be cnmmorf . ^ t. eut. E. H. *t. 24, W*s i 

brii-f rta 1X1 i rxyflht oy arn.y airmen and ground 

^ragraph. Lieutenant searching part.es in th* 3 ue r og« 

oODDltt left Selfridge Field moun tains south of Unlcntown, Pa^ |' 
in the middle Of the mo-n * h * r # he disappeared enroute from ■ 1 

ing on Christmas Dav short ^ Ciemens ' M ‘ ch * t0 H . ot Springs, h 

Z “i ® 1 noon he checked in | .*■ t 

.and U n^ er Field> Uniontown, I in & of days by the mass of r 
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j bprings »■ disappear- 

^'e'ot'lleut. E. H. Bobbitt, 

Ir son Of Mr. and Mrs. L. 

! h Bobbitt, of Hot Spring, 
as this article was written 
<>n Sunday ten days alter 
the youthful flyer had left 
Sel fridge Field. Michigan, on 
a holiday flight to join his 
parents for Christmas din- 
| 1101 ', 

The facts of the tragedy 
may be summed up in a 
brief paragraph, Lieutenant 
Bobbitt left Selfridge Field 
in the middle of the morn¬ 
ing on Christmas Day. Short-, 
ly after noon he checked in j 
at Burger Field, Uniontown, 
and after a few moments! 
for refueling, was again j 
winging his way on his hap- j 
py journey to his home. 

Despite the tireless efforts 
cf hundreds of men who have 
scoured the dense woodland 
country between Elkins and 
Hot Springs, along the path 
the flyer was presumed to j 
have followed, and the per- 
s .stent efforts of a dozen ;| 
fellow pilots of the Army Air 5 
Corj>; who have traced and! 
retraced the mountain air-! 
way, nothing further has! 
ueo contributed to this fac- j 
-usd nummary. 

Tlitt efforts of tins valiant j 

corps of volunteer searchers y 
wiio responded ao whole- | 
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Lieut. E. H. Bobbitt. 24, was 
sought by army airmen and ground 
searching parties in the Blue Ridge 
mountains south of Uniontown, Pa., 
yhere he disappeared enroute from 
“iflt. Clemens, Mich., to Hot Springs, 
Va., on a vacation jaunt. 
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ing of days by the mass of \ 
irresponsible rumor and re- ® e ‘ 
port that raised its insidious ^ u - 
head immediately after the 
report of the disappearance - 10 
of Lieutenant Bobbitt. XJn- ’ on 
willing to pass up the slight- j ^ 
est clue as to the where- j rj 
abouts of the missing plane. 
searchers followed up every i D1 , 
whispering from the moun- j sl! 
tain country only to return j . 
from tiring missions deject- 
ed and discouraged to re- J 
port another mirage. | ‘5 

Today — ten days after]^ 


Lieutenant Bobbitt's failure J _ 
to arrive at Ingalls Field on J | 

* ■ a « ji_ S — - _— A . « « t m * t 


w bole* 

y m an utlrmpl to 
**** v d fkiiuiy wcjr- 

Lc4MS P^nra fuj-ward more 
4titnuiur<iiy Ihtn rvt*r on 

ii.u Uurrt were high 


to arrive at Ingalls Field on 
scheduled time—not a ray 
of light has pierced the 
darkness enshrouding his 
disappearance. 

It is true that the activi¬ 
ties of the uir anti ground 
fibre**;, have practically eiim- 
tuateti a great expanse ot 
n. -uutaln territory as the 








for refueling, - ----- 

winging his way on his hap¬ 
py journey to his home. 

Despite the tireless efforts 
of hundreds of men who have 
scoured the dense woodland 
country between Elkins and 
Hot Springs, along the path 
the flyer was presumed to 
have followed, and the per- 
I sistent efforts of a dozen 
! fellow pilots of the Army Air 
Corps who have traced and 
retraced the mountain air- 
. way, nothing further has 
been contributed to this fac¬ 
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j-ual summary. 

The efforts of this valiant 
corps of volunteer searchers 
who responded so whole¬ 
heartedly in an attempt to 
aid a distressed family were 
i being pushed forward more 
determinedly than ever on 
Sunday and there were high 
hopes that the missing plane 
and the body of the popu¬ 
lar Hot Springs youth would 
be recovered before thei 
passage of many more davs 
Paul Bobbitt, devoted bro- 

r^tarr Irt r** missin e Pilot, 

2K f Tn d the 

p 0 r“ 

U.n 0l counrry treaCherous 

' Sfi task <jf the 

mat »* 


head immediately after the 
report of the disappearance 
of Lieutenant Bobbitt. Un¬ 
willing to pass up the slight¬ 
est clue as to the where- j 
abouts of the missing plane i 
searcheis followed up every bi 
whispering from the moun- j si 
: : tain country only to return 

• from tiring missions deject- ! a * 

j ed and discouraged to re- ! in 
{port another mirage. |;di 

j Today — ten days after 

Lieutenant Bobbitt's failure 1 ® 
to arrive at Ingalls Field on l s 
scheduled time—not a ray 
lof light has pierced the 
j darkness enshrouding his 
disappearance. 

It is true that the activi¬ 
ties of the air and ground 
forces have practically elim¬ 
inated a great expanse of 
mountain territory as the 
j possible scene of the crash 

* for there no longer re¬ 
mains any doubt but that 

j Bobbitt was forced down in 
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•an impossible section of the 
! mountain country. Remain¬ 
ing lor the planes to comb, 

• whenever the weather would 
permit a renewal of the air 
search, was the country ly- 
*^g between Uniontown andi,^ 
kins, West Virginia, and 1c 
at great area of country 
^ying to the West and South j p - 0 
Sf the Cheat Mountains. It L, 
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Sea rch 

* * * 

Other Officials 
Their Full 
Support 

MORE PLANES PROMISED 


Local And 
Giving- 


$1.50 Per Year requisitioned carloads of 

ar ’ *** and oil that the air 
corps might continue their 
efforts without interruption. 
Chief of Police Phillips 
, of Elkins, West Virginia, and 
| Sergeant Moore, of the West 
i Virginia state Police, have 
assumed the direction of the 
search in that section of the 
country and have given the 
nnest cooperation that man 
could render. On Christmas 
day, when with each pass- 
ihg hour, it was obvious to 
ie watchers in Hot Springs 
that Lieutenant Bobbitt had 
encountered trouble, Mr. 
Mathews communicated with 

Chief of Police Phillips who 
immediately placed himself 
at the service of Lieutenant 
Bobbitts family in looking 
for their son. 

On the second day when 
Mr. Mathews had finally in¬ 
duced the authorities at 

_ T . • m _ 


Community Shares Sorrow 
j j With Parents Of 
I | Missing Boy 

is now considered unlikely 
that Lieutenant Bobbitt 
crossed this forbidding bar¬ 
rier between the West and 
j t&bst. 

’ A ra y of hope came from: ^elfridtr^fie’rfuthorities at 
! Washington during the 1 “fit?? 6 ?. fle,d . t0 . send out 
j week-end with the state¬ 
ment from F. Trubee Davi¬ 
son, Assistant Secretary of 
War for Aeronautics — that 

| | Planes would be sent out 
| from Bolling Field in an un¬ 
ceasing effort to find the 
• o.»t Army pilot whenever 
the weather permitted. 

Tin- value of Ingalls Field 
Wus Wf -U tested during the 
early period oi the search, 
from this point of vantage 

planes were able 
to put out for the mountain 
•' rritor;., cover a partleultu* 

*>tct.im (jf Hit* area and r<*- 
Iar,i hj the bahv within a 

■H lift I 8% A ft Ai A JPV ttM I .Mh. 
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planes to search for the fly 
er, the Hot Springs Company 
engineer called Phillips and 
asked that a temporary 
landing field be prepared 
near Elkins. 

“We’ll have a field marked 
out and ready for the planes 
in one hour,” was the 
prompt reply. 

Chief Phillips has been 
assisted in searching the 
Valley Head section of the 
country by volunteer search¬ 
ers from the country sur- 
ounding Elkins and by the 
- * - - “ - Elkins 


r 


members of tin 
American Legion Post 

in our own community 
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i j Washington during the!; 

I ’week-end with the state-j; 
ment from F. Trubee Davi¬ 
son, Assistant Secretary of 
i f War for Aeronautics-— that 
J planes would be sent out 
j from Bolling Field in an un¬ 
ceasing effort to find the 
last Army pilot whenever 
“ •' the weather permitted. 

The value of Ingalls Field 
was well tested during the 
c£. early period of the search. |j 
From this point of vantage! 
'* s searching planes were able 
to put out for the mountain 
0 f : territory, cover a particular 
rc * section of the area and re- 
turn to the base within a 
C few minutes. At one time 1 
fourteen Army planes were j 
n . on tlie line at the airport 
r . and it was demonstrated 
that it could easily accomo- 
■ c . aa U: more than one hundred 
ir^Jbig planes without the, 
slightest crowding. i 

m| To certain individuals 1 
! aiding in the work of seek- 
, jtolg the lost flyer, great cre- 
j mu-it be given. Mr. 
icr J William J. Mathews, Chief 
tt! Engineer of the Virginia Hot 
po | ®p *’ ln ® 8 Company, has di- 
reeled the air forces with 

gillie AtaU-gy < i a field gen-1 

Long be I on* Uie arri- 
t u - of ’h*- planes from Self- 
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e a nil w i se S rch for the fl y- 

enVr 'll H ° l ? prin g s Company 
iskeS th a t d Phillips a nd■ 
landfng ^ 

near Elkins. 1 repared 

out^nrt ha !f a fleld mar ked 
out and ready for the planes! 

in one hmrr ” , k its 

prompt rep?y ' W “ the 

Philli P s has been 
“ „ m . searching the 
Valley Head section of the 
country by volunteer search- 
ers from the country sur¬ 
rounding Elkins and by the 
members of the Ilkias 
American Legion Post. 

In our own community 
the residents have responded 
one hundred per cent, in 
rain and snow, from dawn 
till dark, hundreds of friends 
of the Bobbitt family have j 
scoured the wooded country- i 
side within a radius of a 
hundred miles of Hot 
Springs. 

The community has shar- ■ 
ed equally with Mr. and Mrs. 
Bobbitt in their sorrow for 
the missing boy. In the face 
of their tragic loss the mem¬ 
bers of the Bobbitt family 
may find some condolence in 
the tribute that has been I 
paid by the community to 
a splendid young man. and 
in it's expression of sym¬ 
pathy for his parents. 
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I few minutes. At one time I 
| fourteen Army planes won' , 
on (he line at. the airport 
and it was demonstrated 
I that it could easily accomo¬ 
date more than one hundred 
I big planes without the 
slightest crowding. 
n j To certain individuals 
aiding in the work of seek¬ 
ing tiie lost flyer, great cre- 
j dir must be given. Mr. 
r ; William J. Mathews, Chief 
e Engineer of the Virginia Hot 
a Springs Company, has di- 
v n?cted the air forces with 
’ ; tiie stategy of a field gen¬ 
era:. Long before the arri¬ 
val of the planes from Self- 
r;dge Field, Mr. Mathews 
had prepared detailed typo¬ 
graphical maps of the en¬ 
tire area in which Lieuten¬ 
ant Bobbitt must have fal- 
■ n. By the aid of these 
n.iips the air forces have 
a- • n able to eliminate little 
ay httie the territory of con¬ 
cealment and have now re- 
h at-d almost one-half the 

'• -.'. ry which must be 

acoured. 

The material necessities of 
*n* ..r corps, in other re - 

, h.tvt also been anti- 
Food and hot cof- 
Lave been on hand to 
|h< reiurnhiK pilots. 

Um* poKisibility of 
search. Mr. Mathews 


* -m. 
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the residents have ^spond^ri 
° ne hundred per cent S 
bun and snow, from dawn; 
till dark, hundreds of friends! 

S0 O ureri ?,° bbiU 

iiud tlie wooded country-' 
side within a radius of a 
hundred miles of Hot 
Springs. 

The community has shar¬ 
ed equally with Mr. and Mrs. 
Bobbitt in their sorrow for 
tne missing boy. In the face! 
of their tragic loss the mem¬ 
bers of the Bobbitt family 
may find some condolence in 
the tribute that has been 
paid by the community to 
a splendid young man, and 
in it’s expression of sym¬ 
pathy for his parents. 


AUTHCRmEs SAY LOCAL 
MAN IS HOLDING OWN 



Royce Venable and J. S. 
Athens motored to the Uni¬ 
versity Hospital, Cahrlottes- 
ville, Tuesday (where a 
specimen of Mr. At hen’s 
was used in giving J. 
Ed Gillett a blood transfu¬ 
sion that day. 

Mr. Gillett has been ill for 
l hr past four weeks; but 
Ho.sipfai authorities report 
1 ^ ,J tt he is holding his own. 





